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Your

COMING TUESDAY

LIFE

The name Higgins Clark is synonymous with suspense. There’s Mary Higgins Clark, 81,
author of 28 best-selling novels. And there’s her daughter, Carol Higgins Clark, 52. In
town Tuesday for a Joseph-Beth signing, they chatted with us about their craft.
Editor: Michael Perry, mperry@enquirer.com, 513-768-8414

WHAT’S UP ?

Photos.com

Does your baby
keep you up at night?

Is Cannes ready for
A still from “Robot Love from Another
World” shows a spaceship at rest in
the Union Terminal fountain.

‘Robot Love?’
LOCALLY PRODUCED SHORT TO BE SCREENED AT

FAMED FILM FEST

4moms, a Pittsburgh-based juvenile products company, has announced a Mother’s Day
contest to find America’s Worst Sleeping Baby, and reward the parents with a grand prize
of $2,500 in cash. If your child is between the
ages of 4 months and 2 years and has an impossible bedtime routine, won’t sleep through
the night in her own room or has any other
challenges that you think qualifies him for the
title America’s Worst Sleeping Baby, the company wants to hear about it. Register online
by following the contest link at www.goodnightsleeptrainer.com or by requesting a paper entry form by sending a self-addressed
stamped envelope to: America’s Worst Sleeping Baby – Contest Entry Form, 4moms, 40
24th St., 3rd Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222. The
winner will be announced by May 31.

Music in the air

Cut Off Your Hands, 9 p.m. today, Southgate House Parlour, 24 E. Third St., Newport.
All ages. $10, $8 advance. 859-431-2201.
Suicide Silence, 6 p.m. today, Mad Hatter, 620 Scott Blvd., Covington. With Bury
Your Dead. $15. 859-291-2233.

Enquirer file

Coming up

The Cincinnati State Alumni Association, along with the campus student activities
program, will host a Craft & Garage Sale May
16 at the college’s main campus 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
in Parking Lot C at the corner of Ludlow Avenue and Central Parkway. Vendors of jewelry,
glassware, greeting cards and yard-sale items
have signed up for the sale. Others who wish
to sell goods at the event have until next Monday to rent a spot at $30 per space. Proceeds
from the rentals will go for scholarships for
Cincinnati State students.
To reserve a space, contact Brenda MaplesSterry at 513-569-1555, brenda.maples-sterry@cincinnatistate.edu or Mary Beth Barnes
at 513-569-5747 or marybeth.barnes@cincinnatistate.edu.
Underbelly, a new monthly comedy show
debuting at Southgate House Tuesday, features a group of up-and-coming local stand-up
comedians doing everything except stand-up
– think improv, sketches and debates.
It’s run by Mike Cody, 30, of East Walnut
Hills, a past winner of the “Funniest Person in
Cincinnati” contest and the Cincinnati round
of the “Sierra Mist Next Great Comic Contest.”
The first free, 18-and-older show starts at
9 p.m. in the parlor, 24 E. Third St., Newport.
Information: 859-431-2201, www.southgatehouse.com.
The Volunteer Fair, an event to connect
those interested in volunteering with local
nonprofit groups, will be May 30 (10 a.m.-4
p.m.) at Newport on the Levee. It is hosted by
Q102, B-105, 97.3 The Sound, and 94.9 The
Wolf. Groups interested in participating must
sign up by Thursday of this week. Check
www.TheVolunteerFair.com for details and
sign-up forms.

Kids’ corner

Jack Orear, Grade 1, Bright Elementary
School

Photos provided by Pizza Infinity

Pizza Infinity’s seven-minute film “Robot Love from Another World” features actors (clockwise from left) Rob Nastoff, Aaron
Maas (the robot), Liz McArthur and Kelly Bolton. It is one of 15 from the 48 Hour Film Project viewable at Cannes.

W

By Lauren Bishop

lbishop@enquirer.com

hat do you get when you make a
short film featuring a love-struck robot from outer space, an auctioneer
named Winston Weatherbee, the line
“There’s no way that’s gonna work”
and a roll of toilet paper?
As it turns out, something worthy
of being screened at the prestigious
Cannes International Film Festival,
which opens in the French resort town May 13.
The seven-minute, ’50s-style sci-fi spoof, “Robot
Love from Another World,” is the creation of a Cincinnati-based video production company called
Pizza Infinity.
Last summer, “Robot Love” won best film and
five other awards in Cincinnati’s 48 Hour Film
Project, a worldwide competition that gives partici-

pants two days to produce a film containing specific elements in a genre drawn at random.
The 48 Hour Film Project selected “Robot Love”
for a best of 2008 DVD and for Cannes’ Short Film
Corner showcase, along with 14 other films created for the project. Festival-goers can watch thousands of short films in viewing booths at Cannes,
but only a select number will be screened inside
the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès, where feature-length films also are shown.
This is third year that the 48 Hour Film Project
has sent films to Cannes and the second time a
Cincinnati film has been represented. The winner
of the Cincinnati 48 Hour Film Project in 2007, Mirepoix Pictures’ “Held in Sway,” was shown at the
Short Film Corner in 2008.
“It’s a lot of awesome exposure,” said 29-yearold Fort Mitchell resident Josh Flowers.

Get horoscopes.
Text HOROSCOPE
to 44636.
(Carrier charges may apply)
Sponsored by

To watch “Robot
Love from Another
World,” go to
Cincinnati.Com and
search “robot love”
from the video
page.

See ARTICLE, Page B10

MOTHER’S DAY

Cool stuff mom might like

Instead of a one-size-fits-all Mother’s Day bouquet, let Mom know she’s one-of-a-kind
with a thoughtful gift that speaks to her interests. Here are a few ideas to get you started.

— Amy Howell

For the Fiesta collector: The Homer
Laughlin China Company has introduced
the second item in Fiesta Dinnerware’s
75th Anniversary Collection.
Limited numbers of a 19¼-inch oval
serving platter in Marigold, the official anniversary color, are available for $99 at Macy’s and Kohl’s stores.
The Marigold platter will retire Sept, 1,
2010. The first item in the anniversary collection, a set of three nested baking bowls,
is also available and will retire Sept. 1,
2009. The third item will be introduced in
April 2011, and the Marigold color will be
retired in September 2012.

For the diva: The Shoe Wheel from
Rakku is a high-rise solution 28.75 inches
wide and 12.75 inches deep that can hold
up to 30 pairs of shoes. The 29-inch-tall
wheel has 20 clear vinyl pockets that can
adjust to hold two pairs of thin flats or sandals up to one pair of boots that are folded
over. $65 at www.rakkudesigns.com or by
calling 888-707-2558.

Submit your crayon, marker or watercolor visions
of Family, Pets, School, Sports and Weather to
Kids’ Corner, Enquirer, 312 Elm St., Cincinnati, OH
45202. Please use white 8½-by-11 inch paper,
draw the picture horizontally and include your
name, grade, school and a daytime phone number where we can reach you.

INFO ON
YOUR PHONE

Online

For a new mom: She can wear her
pride on her sleeve with a delicate “Mother” bracelet. This etched design from
Brighton is on a 7¼-inch link chain and has
an adjustable, extendable fold-over clasp.
The silver-plated bracelet has a zinc base
and two coats of lacquer to prevent tarnishing.
$33 at Brighton Collectibles in Kenwood
and Merle Norman in Eastgate Mall.

For the gardener: Upgrade her widebrimmed hat with a style from the Wallaroo Hat Company that has an additional
liner for SPF 50 protection. The 3½-inch
brim of Wallaroo’s Sydney Diva style (pictured) features this polyester lining. The
hat is made of breathable polyester fibers

braided to resemble straw.
$36 at Khakis in Hyde Park and Wild
Birds Unlimited in Montgomery.
For the earth mama: What better way
to honor a world-minded mom than with a
necklace handcrafted by
women in New Delhi, India,
and distributed through a
fair trade organization
that supports local economic independence
and the movement
against child labor.
The 20-inch Three to
Tango necklace ($27.95),
which has three strands of
beads, and the Drop by
Drop necklace ($22.95),
which is 17 inches long with a 2-inch extender, are available at Whole Foods in
Mason.
Both necklaces, shown with brown
glass beads, come in green and purple.
For the working woman: An on-thego corporate mom shouldn’t have to stifle
her feminine side with a
black laptop case. The
eye-popping red Chinese brocade on
Mango Tango’s bag
conceals a padded
interior that fits laptops up to 17 inches
wide and features an exterior pocket,
and zippered
interior pocket.
$60 at
www.elderbeerman.com.
Provided photos

Crafty ideas for mom, B10
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Cannes: ‘Robot Love’ heads for France

Provided/Josh Flowers

“Robot Love from Another World” directors, writers and producers Kendall Bruns (left) and Josh Flowers and editor Greg Nicholson hang out
at Fountain Square last summer after shooting the film.
to $9,000 to cover travel costs. Nonprofit community media center Media Bridges is serving as the collec-

AUDITIONS

TYPE 2 DIABETES –

Playhouse seeks Tiny Tim
for next ‘Christmas Carol’
Kids interested in auditioning for the 2009 edition of
“A Christmas Carol” at Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park
should send their résumé
and photo to the theater now
through June 1. Auditions
will be held June 21.
“Carol” celebrates its 19th
in 2009 with a Dec. 3-30 run.
Nine area children will be
cast to fill speaking and nonspeaking parts. Roles are
available for boys and girls
ages 8-13.
The part of Tiny Tim requires a boy 6-8 years old.
Those cast in previous productions of “Carol” will need
to audition again this year.
To be eligible, children must

not turn 14 before Dec. 30.
Children should submit a
résumé of any experience to
the Playhouse, along with a
photograph (a good quality
school or family photo is acceptable). The résumé and
photo must be submitted
again even if they have been
sent in the past, and the résumé must indicate exact birth
date and height. At the audition, children will be asked to
share a one-minute monologue, story or poem with an
English accent.
Interested children must
be available for all rehearsals, most of which are scheduled around school hours.
Rehearsals for “Carol” begin
in mid-November. Children
also must be available for all

Visit www.CinStages.com for
Cincinnati theater news and
reviews.

To qualify, you must be:
• Diagnosed with
type 2 diabetes
• 18-75 years old
You may be compensated up to $2,450.00. Both
inpatient stays and outpatient clinic visits are required.

By Gary Levin
USA Today

The spy series “Chuck” was the top pick
among 21 “on the bubble” between renewal
and cancellation in USA Today’s 12th annual
Save Our Shows poll; 54 percent favored a
third season.
CBS’ “Cold Case” and “Without a Trace”
scored second and third, typical for long-running series, with 45 percent and 41 percent of
voters wanting to keep the series. But the
most startling show of support came for
ABC’s “Castle,” which premiered last month
to modest ratings: 39 percent want it back,
fourth in the poll.
All told, more than 43,000 fans cast their
votes during the 10-day online poll, up sharply from last year, when the strike-shortened
season sparked renewals of many series.
Poll popularity for “Chuck” is consistent
with previous support for genre shows. It has
“everything your inner geek needs to survive,” says fan Phil Rayser of Columbia, S.C.
“There’s just the right mix of action, comedy
(and) romance.”
But though “Chuck“ has gained supporters within NBC, its return is far from certain.
Despite a fan-led campaign on Twitter and at
sponsor Subway sandwich shops – “it’s the
show that people have rallied behind this

Provided/NBC

Zach Levi stars in the title role on “Chuck.”
year,” says executive producer Josh
Schwartz .
Some fans’ picks reflect the times. “I especially enjoy shows like ‘Castle’ and ‘Chuck’
because they are lighthearted and interesting
enough to take me out of my own worries,”
says Angie Meck of Carlisle, Pa. “I can’t
watch heavy dramas and sleep soundly.”
ABC’s “Scrubs,” which has a “series finale” set to air in May, is again in contention,
especially if star Zach Braff agrees to return
for some episodes; a third of poll respondents want it back.

HEALTH AND FITNESS

Seven ways to help your health
3. Chill out. Just two to
three minutes under cool water in the shower can boost
your mood. The cold may
cause the brain to release
feel-good hormones.
4. Reach new heights.
Wearing a pair of moderately
high heels can strengthen
your pelvic-floor muscles,
which can improve your sex
life.
5. Munch a bunch.
About one cup of grapes a
day can suppress the abnormal cell formation that leads
to most types of breast cancer, according to a recent
study in Cancer Prevention
Research.
Resveratrol, a natural compound found in grapes, grape
juice and red wine, may prevent estrogen from reacting
with DNA molecules, which

can lead to cells becoming
cancerous, scientists say.
6. Run for your life. Joggers have a 40 percent lower
risk of dying than people
who don’t lace up their
sneakers, according to Stanford University researchers.
Runners are less likely to
have cardiovascular problems or develop disabilities
as they age. Motivate yourself to become fit by training
for a 5K. Get a beginnerfriendly six-week plan at
www.fitnessmagazine.com/
runningplan.
7. Fly away. Women who
take at least two vacations a
year are more happily married than those who rarely
get out of town, because they
are less likely to be depressed, tense or tired. Book
your summer trip now.

Crafty (and free) ideas for mom
Craft at Michaels: All Michaels stores are hosting workshops this week for dads and kids to make
special free gifts for Mother’s Day. No registration
is required. For more information: www.michaels.com/mothersday.
6-7 p.m. today: Tissue paper corsage
6-7 p.m. Tuesday: Paper flower bouquet
6-7 p.m. Wednesday: Personalized coupon book
6-8 p.m. Thursday: Mother’s Day cards

6-8 p.m. Friday: Decorated picture frame (must
buy a $1 wood frame)
1-4 p.m. Saturday: Bead creations
1-4 p.m. Sunday: Cookie decorating
Build at Lowe’s: All Lowe’s locations are offering free Build and Grow Clinics for kids. From 10
to 11 a.m. on Saturday, make a wood planter for
Mother’s Day. Register in advance at
www.lowes.com/buildandgrow.

Call today to schedule
your appointment!

This clinical research study is not intended to treat
your medical condition.
For more information, call our recruiters at
513-366-3222 or 859-341-9800, or
log onto our web site at www.medpacecpu.com to
complete our on-line Study Participant Sign-up Form.

Conveniently located in Norwood, Ohio at 4685 Forest Avenue

The fans’ choice is ‘Chuck’

Get fitter, eat smarter, and
feel better just by trying one
tip a day from Fitness magazine.
After a week of these tiny
tweaks, you’ll reap big benefits.
1. Play red light, green
light. For increasing your
endurance, four to six 30-second bursts of all-out cardio
are just as effective as up to
an hour of training at a lower
intensity. Short on time? Use
intervals to get stronger
more quickly.
2. Juice your looks. A
diet rich in vitamin C and linoleic acid (found in many
vegetable oils) can reduce
the appearance of wrinkles,
dryness and thinning skin,
according to a study.

Medpace Clinical Pharmacology
is conducting a research study
to test an investigational
medication to treat
type 2 diabetes.

performances of the show,
which are scheduled Tuesdays through Sundays and
which include some weekday
student and public matinees.
Headshots and résumés
should be sent to the Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park,
ATTN: AUDITIONS, c/o Michael Haney, P. O. Box 6537,
Cincinnati, OH 45206.
To be considered, all
photos and résumés must be
received at the Playhouse by
June 1. Those selected to audition will be contacted by
telephone to schedule times.
All auditions will be held at
the Playhouse.
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tion point for tax-deductible
donations. Information: http://mediabridges.org/RobotLove.

NEW! NOW ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE.
Cincinnati.Com/weeklyads
Search: weekly ads

West Chester/Mason
Free computerized
hearing tests will
be given Monday,
5/4, Tuesday, 5/5,
Wednesday, 5/6 and
Friday, 5/8 from 9am
to 5pm.
The tests have been
arranged for anyone
who suspects they are
losing their hearing.
Such persons generally
say they can hear, but
cannot
understand
words.
Testing with the
latest computerized
electronic equipment
will indicate whether
you can be helped.
Everyone, especially
those over 65, should
have an electronic test
once a year.
If
you
are
experiencing hearing
difﬁculties, your free
hearing test may
reveal the newly
developed methods
of compensation to
be helpful, even for
those who have been
told that a hearing aid
would not help them.

800-316-7752

0000335207

Flowers, a video editor at the Telecommunications Board of Northern
Kentucky, created Pizza Infinity with
31-year-old Downtown resident Kendall Bruns, a freelance graphic designer, in 2005.
Since then, Pizza Infinity has produced 12 short comedy films, an 18part Web series and a 40-minute documentary(see the films at www.pizzainfinity.com).
The selection of “Robot Love” to
go to Cannes came as somewhat of a
surprise to the cast and crew because
most of the other 48 Hour Film Project winners in other cities weren’t
comedies.
“ ‘Pulp Fiction’ won the Palme d’Or
at Cannes in 1994, and now I’m going
to be in a tin suit on the same screen.
It just doesn’t compute at all,” says
33-year-old Aaron Maas of Liberty
Township, who plays the robot.
“Robot Love,” was written by
Bruns, Flowers and Chicago-based
comedy troupe OneTwoThree, who
also star in the film. It’s about a robot

who falls in love with a human (28year-old Kristin Russo of West Chester Township), delaying an alien trio’s
departure from Earth. Things wrap
up neatly in the end, but not in the
way you might expect.
“We love making fun of love in our
movies,” Flowers says. “We also don’t
like the endings where they get together at the end.”
Bruns and Flowers hope the
screening of “Robot Love” in the
Short Film Corner could spark interest in a feature-length film script they
wrote for a horror comedy film called
“Feast on Your Master.” The tagline:
“You might think they love you but
sometimes pets… are animals.”
“It’s like, how your pets are your
friends, but if they had to, they would
eat you,” Flowers says by way of explanation.
“In our wildest dreams, we’d go to
Cannes, someone would see the film,
like what they saw, and we’d give
them our script,” Bruns says.
Right now, though, six cast and
crew members are just trying to get
to Cannes themselves by raising up
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